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Info-Sheet: Family Reunification  
(European Council Directive 2003/86/EC) 

 (Latest update: 19th of April 2016) 
 
 

What is family reunification? 
 
Families might find themselves in a situation where one person went first to a specific 
country and his/her family member has remained behind in another country. 
If your husband, wife or underaged child (sponsor) has been granted asylum – not subsidiary 
protection – in another country of the European Union, you have the right to family 
reunification. 
 
In order to apply for family reunification, you usually first will have to make an appointment 
at an embassy or consulate of the country your family member is legally and permanently 
residing in. It may also help the procedure if your husband or wife in e. g. Germany informs 
the regional asylum office about your application. You however do not have to apply through 
the Skype procedure! 
 
IMPORTANT! The application for family reunification should be submitted within three 
months after your husband or wife has been granted asylum! After these three months your 
family member may, but not necessarily have to prove that he/she can financially cover all 
of your costs – accommodation, health insurance and other basic needs. This time frame 
however does not apply to minor children in Germany whose parents want to join them. 
  
As the requirements for family reunification are dependent on the Member State your family 
member has been granted asylum in, applications procedures sometimes vary.  

- Member States may decide that registered partners are to be treated equally as hus-
band and wife while other countries may only recognize a legal marriage to be eligi-
ble. 

- Member States will also determine whether an application for family reunification shall 
be submitted to the authorities either by you or by your family member residing in the 
Member State. 

- Member States may limit the family reunification of minor children of a further hus-
band or wife and the sponsor. 

 
Therefore, it is important that you and your family members inform yourselves about the 
family reunification procedure that applies in the Member State you aim to get reunified in 
before lodging an application. 
 
 

Who can apply for family reunification? 
 
If you are an unaccompanied minor seeking asylum, and if your mother or father has been 
granted asylum in a country of the European Union, you have the right to be sent to that 
country. 
If you are an adult and you have your husband, wife or minor children that have been granted 
asylum in a country of the European Union, you may have the right to join them there. 
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What do I need to know about family reunification before I apply? 
 
- If you cannot provide the authorities with sufficient (documentary) proof of your relation-

ship to your family member, they might ask you for a DNA test. The costs have to be 
covered by yourself. Member States may also carry out other investigations that are found 
to be necessary. A decision rejecting an application may not be based solely on the fact 
that documentary evidence is lacking. 
 

- After a positive decision, you will receive a renewable residence permit for at least one 
year in the country of destination. Not later than five years of residence, you have the 
right to a residence permit that is independent from the one of your family member.  
 

- Even after the successful family reunification it is possible that a minor will be age-tested 
by the authorities of the country where he/she finally arrived at. In such a case immedi-
ately consult a lawyer. 

  
- Currently everyone has to pay his/her ticket by his/her own. Anyway this is still cheaper 

and less risky than traveling by yourself undocumented.  
 

 

Are people with special needs prioritized? 
 
Yes, vulnerable persons are usually prioritized. This includes in particular: minors, unaccom-
panied minors, disabled people, elderly people, pregnant women, single parents with minor 
children, victims of human trafficking, persons with serious illnesses, persons with mental 
disorders and persons who have been subjected to torture, rape or other serious forms of 
psychological, physical or sexual violence, such as victims of female genital mutilation. 
 
 

How long does the procedure take? 
 
Procedures of family reunification on the grounds of the European Council Directive some-
times take less time than a family reunification under the Dublin III-agreement, but still need 
your patience and are a bit complicated. Especially if you do not have all the required doc-
uments the embassy or consulate asks you for, it might take several months and cost a lot 
of money until you are granted a visa.  
Please be aware that you will have to pay for all occurring costs, including the possible 
legalization and translation of your documents as well as all related travel costs. You may 
need support in Greece – see a list of NGO’s and other organizations supporting refugees 
with legal aid below. 
 
 
Foreign Embassies and Consulates in Greece 
 
You can find a detailed list with all foreign embassies and consulates in Greece under the 
following link: http://embassy.goabroad.com/embassies-in/greece 
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Useful Contacts 
 

AITIMA 
Legal and material assistance to asylum seekers and refugees 
Tripou 4-6, Koukaki, Athens 11741 
Tel.: (0030) 2109241677 / (0030) 6989764598 
 

European Asylum Support Office (EASO)  
Asylum Support Team Thessaloniki 
Tel.: (0030) 6989764598  
E-Mail: cos.thessaloniki@easo.europe.eu 
 

Ecumenical Refugee Program 
Legal assistance to asylum seekers and refugees,  
especially on cases of Family Reunification 
Monday, 1100 - 1600; Wednesday - Friday, 1000 - 1400 
Iridanou Str. 4A, Athens 11528 
Tel.: (0030) 210-7295926 
E-Mail: ecrp@acn.gr 
 

Greek Council for Refugees 
Legal counselling and social assistance free of charge 
Solomou Str. 25, Athens 10682 
Kassandrou 37A, Thessaloniki 54633 
Tel.: (0030) 2103800990  
 

Group of Lawyers for the rights of refugees and migrants 
Wednesday, 1700 - 1900 
Ioulianou 11 & Rethymnou Str., Exarheia, Athens 10682 
http://omadadikigorwnenglish.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
Independent Information / News 
 

News That Moves 
Updates for migrants in Farsi, Arabic, Greek and English 
http://newsthatmoves.org 
 

W2EU 
Information on asylum rights and the legal supporting network 
http://live.w2eu.info 
 

Are You Syrious? 
Daily updates and news 
http://facebook.com/areyousyrious 

 
 
 
To have access to this information online please scan this QR code 
or visit: http://informationflyers.wix.com/stayrebell 


