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What is Voluntary Return?

You may decide to return voluntarily to your country of origin, if it safe to do so. You might
do this for the following reasons:

If you have abandoned your asylum application
If your asylum application has been rejected
If you are a migrant who for other reasons are unwilling to stay in Europe may opt
to return voluntarily to their country of origin, if it safe to do so.

How Does it Work?

Many European countries, such as Greece, Germany and the United Kingdom, offer
assisted return programs to people willing to voluntarily return home.
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) also offers Assisted Voluntary
Return and Reintegration (AVRR) programmes worldwide, facilitating an “orderly
and humane return and reintegration” of people to their countries of origin.

If you are in Greece:

Am I Eligible?

Individuals whose application for asylum was rejected or withdrawn
People who have abandoned their asylum application
Stranded migrants
Victims of trafficking
Vulnerable people like unaccompanied migrant children, people with health-related
needs, single-parent families, elderly people

Who Is Not Eligible?

People who have already been granted refugee status

What Do I Do If I Want to Return?

You have to express the intention to voluntarily return home
IOM registers and identify the person willing to return
IOM issue a travel document and a ticket, assists the person returning before the
departure from Greece
IOM can offer, based on specific criteria, services for the reintegration in the country

http://greece.iom.int/node/26
http://greece.iom.int/node/26
http://www.bamf.de/EN/Rueckkehrfoerderung/rueckkehrfoerderung-node.html
http://www.bamf.de/EN/Rueckkehrfoerderung/rueckkehrfoerderung-node.html
https://www.gov.uk/return-home-voluntarily/who-can-get-help
https://www.gov.uk/return-home-voluntarily/who-can-get-help
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of origin. Reintegration may include business set-ups, vocational training, formal
education, medical assistance and other tailor-made assistance according to the
returnees’ special needs;

According to IOM data, 7,350 in 2014 and 3,725 Assisted Voluntary Returns  have taken
place in 2015 from Greece. The number of voluntary returns has dropped because of
Greek funding constraints.

In 2014 alone, Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration programs globally
enabled 43,786 migrants to voluntarily return to their countries of origin, more than
400,000 in the last 10 years.

Since 2010, IOM has been implementing in Greece Assisted Voluntary Return and
Reintegration of “Third Country Nationals” funded by the European Union, National Sources
and EEA Grants.


