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Info-Sheet: Family Reunification to Sweden 

(under the European Council Directive 2003/86/EC) 

(Latest update: 3rd of May 2016) 

 

Who can apply for family reunification? 

If you are a citizen of a non-EU country and want to move to a family member in Sweden, you re-

quire a residence permit. The family member in Sweden must be a Swedish citizen or have a per-

manent residence permit.  

 

You can ask for a residence permit if you are: 

- Married to, have entered into a partnership with, or are the common law spouse of someone in 

Sweden; 

- Planning to marry or become the common law spouse of someone in Sweden (someone with 

whom you have lived for less than two years); 

- Children (under 18) moving to a parent in Sweden; 

- Children (under 18) moving to someone other than their parent in Sweden; 

- A parent of an unaccompanied child in Sweden; 

- Close family for example children over 18 years of age and parents of an adult child living in 

Sweden 

 

 

How does the procedure work? 

1. Online application 

In order to apply for family reunification to Sweden you should do an online application where you 

should fill in information about yourself and the person in Sweden that you want to move to. You 

shall also enclose various documents. In addition to the address, telephone number and e-mail 

address of the family member in Sweden, you also need his or her Swedish personal identity num-

ber. 

You must also specify the Swedish embassy or consulate-general you wish to visit to do your in-

terview. 

For the online application visit: https://www.migrationsverket.se/ 

 

In order to apply online 

 you and the person moving to Sweden must be older than 18 

 you must have a valid e-mail address 

 you must be able to scan or photograph the documents you are enclosing.  

 Documents should be translated to Swedish or English by an authorised translator. 

Copies of original documents should always be included; 

https://www.migrationsverket.se/
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If you are unable to apply online, you can apply at a Swedish embassy or consulate-general. See 

more here: https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-

Sweden/Spouse-registered-partner-or-common-law-spouse/How-to-apply/How-to-apply-at-an-

embassy-or-consulate-general.html 

 

What happens next? What are the next steps? 

1. Questionnaire for the family member in Sweden 

When the Swedish Migration Agency has received your application, your family member will re-

ceive an e-mail. The e-mail contains instructions for logging in to a form family member must an-

swer within 14 days. (exception when the unaccompanied minor is in Sweden this step doesn’t 

exist) 

 

2. Book an appointment at the embassy or consulate-general 

When the Swedish Migration Agency has reviewed your application and questionnaire, you will 

receive an e-mail asking you to book an appointment for an interview at the embassy or consulate-

general. 

 

3. Interview 

Bring your passport and originals of the documents you submitted with your application. During the 

interview you will have to answer questions about your relationship with the person in Sweden. 

Children applying must also attend.  

 

4. The Swedish Migration Agency processes the application 

For the Swedish Migration Agency to make a decision about your application all the details need to 

be filled in and all necessary documents attached. This means that the processing time will be 

shorter if all the necessary information is included from the start than if information is added after-

wards. 

Note that the Migration Agency may in some cases need to further examine your application even 

if you have included all the required information and documents. 

If the Swedish Migration Agency needs more information from you they will contact you. You do 

not need to contact the Swedish Migration Agency. If you have applied online and the Swedish 

Migration Agency asks you to supplement your application, please do so via e-mail. 

 

5. Receiving the decision 

When the decision is made you will receive an e-mail. You should contact the embassy or consu-

late-general to receive the decision documentation and possibly schedule a time to collect it. You 

need to bring your passport when collecting the decision. Some embassies and consulates-general 

send out the decision and the residence permit card by mail. If you have given someone power of 

https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-Sweden/Spouse-registered-partner-or-common-law-spouse/How-to-apply/How-to-apply-at-an-embassy-or-consulate-general.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-Sweden/Spouse-registered-partner-or-common-law-spouse/How-to-apply/How-to-apply-at-an-embassy-or-consulate-general.html
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-Sweden/Spouse-registered-partner-or-common-law-spouse/How-to-apply/How-to-apply-at-an-embassy-or-consulate-general.html
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attorney to represent you, the decision will be sent it to that person. He or she will inform you of the 

decision. 

 

 

Do I need to pay to apply?  

When applying for a residence permit to live with someone in Sweden you might have to pay a fee 

of 1500SEK (~164€) for each adult and 750SEK (~81€) for each child. Your application fee will not 

be refunded if your application is refused. 

There are some exceptions that you would not have to pay. 

- family members of EU/EEA citizens. Swedish nationals are not included in the group "EU citi-

zens" in this context 

- EU/EEA citizens applying for residence permits 

- Swiss citizens and their family members 

- Japanese citizens. 

- Husbands, wives, common-law spouses, registered partners and unmarried children under the 

age of 18 who are applying for a residence permit to live with a family member who has been 

granted a Swedish residence permit as a refugee, persons in need of subsidiary protection or 

otherwise in need of protection, due to exceptionally distressing circumstances or due to par-

ticularly distressing circumstances.  

- parents and siblings of children who have been granted a residence permit as refugees, who 

are in need of protection or have been granted a residence permit due to particularly distress-

ing circumstances are not included in this exception and need to pay the fee. 

 

 

 Maintenance requirement 

If you live in Sweden and someone is asking for a residence permit to join you in Sweden, you may 

be subject to a maintenance requirement. This means that you must be able to support yourself 

and have a home of sufficient size and standard for you and your relative(s) to live in together. 

The maintenance requirement does not apply to you if you: 

- are a citizen of Sweden, another EEA country or Switzerland 

- have a permanent residence permit and have stayed in Sweden for at least four years with 

a residence permit for settlement 

- are a child under the age of 18 

- have been granted a residence permit as a refugee or have been granted a declaration of 

refugee status   

- have been granted a residence permit as a person eligible for subsidiary protection or have 

been granted status as a person eligible for subsidiary protection 



4 

- have been granted resettlement in Sweden due to your inclusion in the Swedish 

refugee quota 

- have special grounds, for example long-term impairment of capacity to work owing 

to illness.  

- Nor does the maintenance requirement apply if it is your child who is applying for a 

residence permit or if your child applies together with her or his other parent. 

 

If you are subject to the requirement, you will have to answer questions about how you will 

manage your support and about the size and standard of your home. 

Capacity to support yourself 

You need to show that you have regular work-related  income, so that you can support yourself.  

Work-related income includes, for example: 

- wages from full-time work 

- unemployment benefit 

- sickness benefit 

- income-based old age pension.  

You also satisfy this requirement if you have a sufficiently large capital on which you can live. 

Your home  

You must also have a home of sufficient size and standard for you and your relative(s). A home big 

enough for two adults without children is a home with a kitchen or kitchenette, living room and at 

least one bedroom. If children live there, there must be more than one bedroom. Two children may 

share a bedroom. 

It is possible to subrent accommodation, but the rental must be approved by the landlord, tenant or 

tenancy board. 

You must be able to use the home from when your relative(s) come to Sweden. 

 

What else do I need to know before I apply? 

- You should keep in touch with your family member(s) in Sweeden in order to complete and 

gather all required documents. 

- You will have to pay for all occurring costs, including the translation of your documents as well 

as all related travel costs. 

 

 

How long does the procedure take? 

The procedure can take some months. You can check the average times that the procedure in your 

case takes at:  

http://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-Sweden/Time-to-

a-decision.html 

http://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-Sweden/Time-to-a-decision.html
http://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Moving-to-someone-in-Sweden/Time-to-a-decision.html
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Married to, have entered into a partnership with, or are the common law 

spouse of someone in Sweden 

 

If you are married, your spouse should register the marriage with the Swedish Tax Agency. 

 

Documents 

 copies of the pages in your passport which show your personal information; If your 

passport is about to expire, you should renew it as you cannot obtain a permit for 

longer than the validity of your passport. 

 a marriage certificate or equivalent 

 any document proving that the marriage is registered in your country of origin. 

 a population registration certificate, a rental contract or purchase certificate for a resi-

dence or another document that proves that you have a joint residence. 

 documents which show that you have lived together, for example, a rental contract 

containing both your names or bills with your names and address for an earlier period 

of time. 

 

If you have children under 18 who will move with you to Sweden, you must also enclose 

 a copy of the child's passport showing personal information and the period of validity  

 a birth certificate where the parents' names are indicated 

 consent for the child moving with you to Sweden from the other custodian if they are 

not accompanying you to Sweden  

 a court decision if you have sole custody or a death certificate if the other parent is de-

ceased 

 adoption papers if the child is adopted. 

 

If you are pregnant, you must also enclose 

 a certificate of pregnancy. 

. 
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Residence permits for children moving to a parent in Sweden 

 

For the Swedish Migration Agency to be able to process the child's application for a residence 

permit, the application has to be made by an adult. It can be a parent or another adult. If an adult 

other than the child's parent applies on behalf of the child, the person making the application has to 

show that he or she is entitled to represent the child in his or her country of origin. 

You can apply for a residence permit for your child online. 

When you submit an online application for the child the parent in Sweden needs to be registered 

with the Swedish Tax Office and have a Swedish personal identity number. 

What to include with the child's application 

 copies of the child's passport, showing their personal data, photograph, signature (if 

applicable), passport number, country issuing the passport, the period of the pass-

port's validity and whether the child has permission to live in countries other than their 

country of origin 

 birth certificate or equivalent document on which the parents' names appear 

 consent from the other custodial parent that the child may move to Sweden, if the oth-

er custodial parent is not moving with you to Sweden. It must be clear for what time 

the child is allowed to stay in Sweden. A copy of the other custodial parent's passport 

or other ID documents must also be attached 

 court decision if you have sole custody or death certificate if the other parent is de-

ceased 

 adoption documents if the child was adopte 

 the form Questionnaire regarding minors with a parent in Sweden, No. T87 (only in 

Swedish), to be filled in by the parent in Sweden 

 the form Family details, form no. 239011. 
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Residence permits for children moving to someone other than their  

parent in Sweden 

 

An unmarried child under 18 years of age may, in exceptional cases, be granted a residence per-

mit in Sweden in order to move to a person who is not one of the child's parents. The child and the 

person in question must be socially and emotionally interdependent. 

 

Right to represent the child 

In order for the Migration Agency to be able to process the child's application for a residence per-

mit, the application must be made by a person who is legally entitled to represent the child in his or 

her home country. 

 

Important to remember before applying 

In order for the Migration Agency to be able to assess the child's right to a residence permit, it is 

important to describe in the application the relationship between the child and the person in Swe-

den, and why the child is moving to Sweden now. 

 

Must have lived together in the home country 

The child and the person in Sweden (the reference person) must have lived together in the home 

country, and must have done so during the period immediately before the reference person moved 

to Sweden. The reference person must have a permanent residence permit in Sweden when the 

application is made. As a rule, it is not possible to obtain a residence permit for the child if the ref-

erence person's permanent residence permit in Sweden was issued a long time before the applica-

tion is made. Exceptions may be made if the applicant has special reasons for such an interval. 

 

Interdependent 

In addition to the requirement that the child and the reference person have lived together, the Mi-

gration Agency will assess how strongly interdependent they are. They must be socially and emo-

tionally interdependent, making it difficult for them to live apart. This interdependence must have 

existed in the country of origin and must go beyond the kind of dependence that normally exists 

within families. The child will not be granted a residence permit if s/he is only dependent on the 

reference person in Sweden for his or her maintenance. 

 

What to include with the child's application 

- copies of the child's passport showing personal data, a photo, a signature (if applicable), 

passport number, country of issue, the passport's period of validity and if the child has resi-

dence permits in any countries other than his or her country of origin 
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- a document certifying that you are legally entitled to represent the child in his/her country of 

origin 

- description of how the child and the person in Sweden were interdependent in the country of 

origin. 

 

Parent of an unaccompanied child in Sweden 

 

A parent who is a citizen of a country outside the EU may join his or her unmarried child who is 

under the age of 18, The main rule is that the child living in Sweden must have been granted a 

residence permit on grounds of asylum. 

The child living in Sweden must:  

- be unmarried and under the age of 18 years 

- have arrived in Sweden without parents or any other guardian, or have been left by him or 

herself after arriving in Sweden 

- have received a residence permit in Sweden as a refugee or a person in need of protection. 

 

Important to remember before applying 

When a parent applies for a residence permit in order to move to his or her child in Sweden, an 

individual examination of the case is carried out. In cases involving children, the Migration Agency 

takes the child's right to be reunited with his or her parents into account. For that reason, pro-

cessing includes examining the child's opportunities of being reunited with his or her parent in the 

country where the parent resides. 

 

What to include with your application 

- copies of the pages in your passport which show your personal information, photograph, sig-

nature, passport number, passport issuing country, the period of the passport's validity and 

whether you have permission to live in countries other than your country of origin 

- documents certifying your reasons for applying for a residence permit or making them proba-

ble.
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Moving to a close relative in Sweden 

 

If you are a citizen of a non-EU country and want to move to a family member in Sweden, you re-

quire a residence permit. You can in special cases receive a residence permit for moving to a close 

relative in Sweden who is not and will not become your spouse or common law spouse. Examples 

include children over 18 years of age and parents of an adult child living in Sweden. The family 

member in Sweden must have received a permanent residence permit. 

 

Close relatives 

You should be able to prove that you have lived together immediately before your relative moved 

to Sweden and that you were socially and emotionally dependent on each other, and that this 

makes it hard for you to live apart. 

The application should be submitted as quickly as possible after your relative moved to Sweden 

and was granted a permanent residence permit. Generally, it is not possible to receive a residence 

permit if the application is done a long time afterwards, or if the dependency has been established 

after your relative moved to Sweden. 

 

Documents to be enclosed are 

 copies of the pages in your passport which show your personal information, photo-

graph, signature (where appropriate), passport number, passport issuing country, the 

passport's period of validity and permission to live in countries other than your country 

of origin 

 documents that show how you and the person in Sweden are related to one another  

 a testimonial showing that you and your relative are dependent on each other and 

have difficulty living apart 

 documents that show that you have lived together with your relative immediately be-

fore he or she moved to Sweden. 

 

You need to send documents showing what your relationship is. If you have lived together in your 

country of origin, you must send documents that prove this. The documents you are sending along 

with the information in the application help the Swedish Migration Agency decide if you can get a 

residence permit and the period of validity of the permit. 
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