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Info-Sheet: Family Reunification  
(Dublin III-agreement) 

 (Latest update: 28th of March 2016) 
 
 

What is family reunification? 
 
Families might find themselves in a situation where one person went first to a specific 
country and his/her family-member has remained behind in another European country. In 
that case, you have the possibility to ask for family reunification. 
Family reunification as a part of the Dublin III-agreement offers you the chance to join close 
family members who are registered and legally residing in another country of the European 
Union – including Switzerland, Norway and Iceland.  
Close family means unaccompanied minors wanting to join a parent or sibling, parent(s) 
joining an unaccompanied minor or husband/wife joining wife/husband. Other specific 
cases, e. g. minors wanting to join their aunt or uncle, are harder to prove, but still possible. 
In order to apply for Family reunification, you first have to apply for asylum in Greece and 
ask for family reunification. 
 
 

Who can apply for family reunification? 
 
If you are an unaccompanied minor seeking asylum and you are already in Greece, and if 
you have a significant member of family or relative present in another European country, 
you have the right to be sent to that country where your application for asylum should be 
examined. 
If you are an adult asylum seeker and you have a close family member (e. g. your spouse 
or minor children) in another European country, you may have the right to join them there. 
 
 

What do I need to know about family reunification before I apply? 
 
- Usually the family is reunited to the country where most family members reside. Only in 

the case for Greece as Dublin deportations are suspended families are always reunited 
out of Greece. 

  
- Even after the successful family reunification it is possible that a minor will be age-tested 

by the authorities of the country where he/she finally arrived at. In such a case immedi-
ately consult a lawyer. 

 
- If you cannot provide the authorities with sufficient (documentary) proof of your relation-

ship to your family member, they might ask you for a DNA test. The costs have to be 
covered by yourself. Member States may also carry out other investigations that are found 
to be necessary. 

  
- After you receive the permission to travel to the country where your family member re-

sides, aim to get a direct flight to the city where your relative lives. When you arrive make 
sure you show every authority your family reunification paper. This is very important so 
that you won’t get in danger to be transferred to a different area of the country. 
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- Currently everyone has to pay his/her ticket by his/her own. Anyway this is still cheaper 
and less risky than traveling by yourself undocumented.  

 
 

Are people with special needs prioritized? 
 
Yes, vulnerable persons are usually prioritized. This includes in particular: minors, unaccom-
panied minors, disabled people, elderly people, pregnant women, single parents with minor 
children, victims of human trafficking, persons with serious illnesses, persons with mental 
disorders and persons who have been subjected to torture, rape or other serious forms of 
psychological, physical or sexual violence, such as victims of female genital mutilation. 
 
 

How long does the procedure take? 
 
Procedures of family reunification take a lot of time – currently around six to eight months in 
Greece –, need your patience and are a bit complicated. Therefore, look for an experienced 
lawyer who specializes in such cases. You will need support in Greece – see a list of NGO’s 
supporting refugees with legal aid below – and in the country where you want to be sent to. 
 
For the period you wait for your application in Greece you can apply for housing before the 
Greek Asylum Service. Unaccompanied minors will be hosted in a reception center. Please 
be aware that until now this is just a declaration on paper and we lack practical experience. 
 
 
Asylum Services in Greece  
 

Regional Asylum Office of Athens 
P. Kanellopoulou 2, Athens 10177 
Tel.: (0030) 210 698 8500 
Help line with recorded information for asylum seekers  
in ten languages: (0030) 210 69 88 660 
E-Mail: asylo@asylo.gov.gr 
 

Regional Asylum Office of Thessaloniki 
Building of former «B KTEO»  
Pontou Street, Kalochori Thessaloniki 54001 
Tel.: (0030) 2310-751775 
E-Mail: pga.thessalonikis@asylo.gov.gr 
 

Regional Asylum Office of Lesvos 
Nationality Identification Center 
Moria, Lesvos 81100 
Tel.: (0030) 22510 32323 
E-Mail: pga.lesvou@asylo.gov.gr 
 

Regional Asylum Office of Northern Evros 
Special Detention Center for Foreigners  
Fylakio. Orestiada 68006 
Tel.: (0030) 2552095180 
E-Mail: pga.evrou@asylo.gov.gr 
 

Regional Asylum Office of Southern Evros 
Makris Avenue 1-B, Nea Chili, Alexandroupolis 68100 
Tel: (0030) 25510 35170 
E-Mail: pga.alexandroupolis@asylo.gov.gr 
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Regional Asylum Office of Rhodes 
Rhodes Traffic Police Building  
Eleftherias Square 1, Rhodes 85100 
Tel.: (0030) 22410 30278 
E-Mail: pga.rodou@asylo.gov.gr 
 

Regional Asylum Office of Samos 
Themistokli Sofouli Street, Samos 83100 
Tel.: (0030) 22730-81540 
E-Mail: pga.samou@asylo.gov.gr 

 
 
Useful Contacts 
 

AITIMA 
Legal and material assistance to asylum seekers and refugees 

Tripou 4-6, Koukaki, Athens 11741 
Tel.: (0030) 2109241677 / (0030) 6989764598 
 

European Asylum Support Office (EASO)  
Asylum Support Team Thessaloniki 
Tel.: (0030) 6989764598  
E-Mail: cos.thessaloniki@easo.europe.eu 
 

Ecumenical Refugee Program 
Legal assistance to asylum seekers and refugees,  
especially on cases of Family Reunification 
Monday, 1100 - 1600; Wednesday - Friday, 1000 - 1400 
Iridanou Str. 4A, Athens 11528 
Tel.: (0030) 210-7295926 
E-Mail: ecrp@acn.gr 
 

Greek Council for Refugees 
Legal counselling and social assistance free of charge 
Solomou Str. 25, Athens 10682 
Kassandrou 37A, Thessaloniki 54633 
Tel.: (0030) 2103800990  
 

Group of Lawyers for the rights of refugees and migrants 
Wednesday, 1700 - 1900 
Ioulianou 11 & Rethymnou Str., Exarheia, Athens 10682 
http://omadadikigorwnenglish.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
Independent Information / News 
 

News That Moves 
Updates for migrants in Farsi, Arabic, Greek and English 
http://newsthatmoves.org 
 

W2EU 
Information on asylum rights and the legal supporting network 
http://live.w2eu.info 
 

Are You Syrious? 
Daily updates and news 
http://facebook.com/areyousyrious 

 
 
 
To have access to this information online please scan this QR code 
or visit: http://informationflyers.wix.com/stayrebell 


